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Transforming Lives & 
Building Community



“Arts & culture are the expressions of a 
community’s heart and soul. Together 
they form an image that sets the city apart 
and creates anticipation and excitement 

for the resident and traveler.”

- Americans for the Arts
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Our goal is to create an 
inclusive and welcoming 
community where lives are 
transformed and enriched 
through the shared experience 
of art.

Top: Watercolor 
workshop by 
internationally known 
instructor and painter, 
John Salminen. 

Right: Arts & Healing 
program for adults 
with mild to moderate 
dementia. Offered free 
to all participants.

Left: KidsArt Camps 
Closing Reception & 
Party.



Key Changes
Now                              Future 
10,000sf 23,250sf
1 Story 2 Stories
5 Classrooms 9
1 KidsArt Studio 3
1 Pottery Studio 3
0 Tech/Multi Studio 1
3 Offices 5
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“Art is critical to the lifestyle of the city. When people move here, 
whether a family or a business, one of the first questions they ask 
is what’s the status of arts and culture in your community. They 
want to know that.”

~ Gene Brown
Mayor, City of Bradenton 



For over 80 years, ArtCenter Manatee has 
provided our community a first-rate visual 
arts experience.  
 
Our programming helps stimulate learning and 
creativity, and enhances community involvement and 
support, ensuring access to the arts for all age and 
experience levels. 
 
Over the course of our history, we have transitioned 
from a small group of artists and students using a 
series of rented buildings, to a thriving center with our 
own building. 

Today, as then, we are the only organization in 
Manatee County that provides a wide range of multi-
disciplinary arts programs for all age groups and 
experience levels.

“Arts and culture for our 
community is the fabric of our 
community. When businesses are 
looking at the Bradenton area, 
one of the first questions they ask 
is what’s your arts and culture 
community like? From a tourism 
perspective it allows us to create 
a niche market that really helps 
to drive a diverse group of people 
to the urban core. Overall, arts 
and culture is powerful for our 
community and we are blessed to 
be a part of it.”

- Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, 
Bradenton Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
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A successful organization is one that responds to 
the needs of those it serves and adapts to social and 
economic changes. In spite of our past achievements, 
we now stand at a crossroads. The economic climate, 
the rapid growth of technology, and the evolving 
needs of our participants and our community are 
all factors driving us to make changes to ensure we 
remain a vital center for the arts. 

We are bursting at the seams. A new, expanded and 
updated facility will allow us to move into the future. 

“Our community has a great 
opportunity to embrace itself 
by supporting the ArtCenter’s 
new building. A vibrant arts 
environment, especially one that 
supports children as the ArtCenter 
does, is critical to the success of 
our entire community.  I fully 
support and applaud the ArtCenter 
and it’s local board members in 
seeking to elevate our arts with a 
new facility to serve us.”
 
~ Cliff Walters
Principal, Blalock Walters



Our mission is to provide a welcoming, professional environment, educate novice and 
experienced artists of all ages, provide galleries to exhibit and market original artwork & 
enhance the visual arts in Manatee County through special events and outreach programs.
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Our vision embodies the belief that the arts 
hold transformative potential. It draws on the 
Centers’ dynamic leadership, grass-roots legacy 
and community support to create a sustainable 
model for delivering a world-class art experience 
to the community.



Our leadership reflects a balanced diversity of  
business leadership, civic activism and art enthusiasts. 

Board of Directors
Robert Moran, President
Christine Meyer, Vice President
Bruce Body, Treasurer
Carol Krah, Secretary
Roberto Andreos
James Brandys
Ted Camp
Linda Enberg
Mary Hoagland
Darlene Johnson
Donna Morrison 
Jennifer Pullen 
Daryl Shepherd 
Kathy Simon-McDonald
Jacquelyn Taylor
Steering Committee
Mark Barnebey
Bruce Body 
James Brandys
Linda Enberg
Byron Shinn
John Vita
Cliff Walters
Advisory Panel
Sharon Barhortz
Jason Bartz
Kaye Butler
Vernon DeSear
Lisa Hoban
LeMoyne Johnson
Brent King

Executive Director
Carla Nierman

Fundraising Goal

 Building             $11,000,000
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Summary 

• Build a landmark facility for visual 
arts programming that will allow 
us to present a rich and diverse 
variety of local, regional and national 
programming.  

• Expand classrooms, exhibit space and 
gift market in the environmentally 
friendly and ADA compliant facility. 

• Serve as the Hub for artists and the 
community to gather, create, share, 
exhibit, market and dialogue about  
the arts. 

• Provide adequate parking for events 
as well as classes and exhibits. 

• Build financial assets to ensure 
continuity.

ArtCenter Manatee is seeking  
a community investment of   
$11 million to build a new facility 
and improve our programming, 
which will ensure the long term 
sustainability of the nonprofit 
visual arts center for current and 
future generations.



209 9th St W
Bradenton, FL 34205
941.746.2862
artcentermanatee.org






