151st Traveling Exhibition of the American
Watercolor Society to Visit Bradenton
World-class talent will be on display at ArtCenter Manatee
January 15 through February 22, 2019
BRADENTON, FL December 18, 2018 – ArtCenter Manatee is honored to host the pre-eminent
151st Traveling Exhibition of the American Watercolor Society International Exhibition. Chosen
from a field of 150 water media masterpieces selected into the International Exhibition (from
more than 1100 entries), the traveling show features the work of 40 artists. This year’s show is
sure to inspire both artists and art lovers.
As one of only six venues in the country and the only in Florida to host this show, ArtCenter
Manatee will display the amazingly diverse water media work in the Kellogg Gallery from January
15 through February 22, 2019. Admission is $5, which assists in covering the cost of bringing such
a prestigious exhibition to the ArtCenter and Bradenton. The Opening Reception will be on
Thursday, January 17 from 5:00-7:00pm and is free and open to the public
While inclusion in this exhibition is itself an honor, participants also compete for the Gold, Silver,
and Bronze Medals of Honor, and 29 other awards and medals totaling more than $50,000 in
prize money. Docent tours will be available by appointment. Please contact Christina at the
ArtCenter at 941-746-2862 to make arrangements.
Accompanying the exhibit will be the annual aqueous show by the Florida Suncoast Watercolor
Society (FSWS) in the Reid Hodges and Searle Galleries. FSWS was formed in 1983 to foster the
advancement of and promote excellence in the art of watercolor painting. They seek to inform
and educate through exhibitions, lectures and painting demonstrations as to the best work
currently being done in watercolor.
We hope you’ll join us for our Opening Reception on Thursday, January 17, 5:00 to 7:00pm. Meet
the artists, discover the amazing talent of these local as well as international water media artists,
and enjoy the wonderful atmosphere in our galleries. Hors d'oeuvres and beverages available.
###

Images Attached:
Look What’s Coming by Anne Hightower-Patterson
Pandora’s Box by Sue Pink
Hurricane Kids by Laura Poss

Winter Rain in New Orleans by Kathy Simon McDonald, FSWS 2017 First Place Winner

About the American Watercolor Society
The American Watercolor Society (AWS) is one of the oldest and most prestigious art societies in
the world. Election to the Society as a Signature Member is one of the most sought-after honors
in the painting world. AWS Membership comprises many of the greatest names in painting
throughout the Society's history and includes (to name drop a few) the American impressionist
Childe Hassam, regionalists Edward Hopper and Charles Burchfield, plus virtually every member
of the important “California School” of watercolorists, and everyone in between, up to and
including the late Andrew Wyeth.
About ArtCenter Manatee
Located in downtown Bradenton, Florida, ArtCenter Manatee is the premier center for art, art
education and unique gifts in Manatee County. The nearly 10,000 sq. ft. building in downtown
Bradenton features three galleries, five classrooms, an Artists’ Market gift shop and an art library
featuring over 3,000 art volumes.
Day, evening and weekend art classes for adults and children are offered year round in painting,
drawing, pastels, pottery, jewelry design, photography and more.
The Artists’ Market features unique, affordable gifts by local and national artists. You can also
shop online at LiveArtfully.org. Exhibitions in the galleries change monthly and showcase local,
regional and national artists. Meet the exhibiting artists at the monthly evening opening
receptions that are always free and open to the public.
For more information please visit http://www.artcentermanatee.org or call 941-746-2862
209 9th St W, Bradenton, FL 34205. M/F/S 9:00-5:00, T/W/Th 9:00-6:00
Carla Nierman
Executive Director
ArtCenter Manatee
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