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Mary Whyte: A Portrait of Us  
Internationally known watercolor artist brings her work to ArtCenter 

Manatee Along with the Annual Open Aqueous Show of the  

Florida Suncoast Watercolor Society 

“Everything an artist creates is done in a solitary way except when painting another human 

being. Then there are two people involved. One who changes the model forever, and one 

who forever changes the artist.” – Whyte 

When I first saw a painting by Mary Whyte, I was struck by its beauty – color, composition, light. Then I 

was struck by its humanity. The gentleness of expression, the way light and color softened features that 

can sometimes seem hard, creating both innocence and interest and a longing to know more. The hands 

that convey a life lived – in a factory, a field, a kitchen. 

Mary Whyte paints with both a schooled hand and a caring heart. Her paintings tell the story of the 

people and places she paints. And they tell her story, too. A respect for people of all ages and 

backgrounds. A place where boundaries don’t exist. A love for more than the paint and brushes that are 

her tools. Her unrivaled mastery of the watercolor medium is evident in all her work. 

Whyte is a teacher and author whose figurative watercolor paintings have earned international 

recognition.  A resident of Johns Island, South Carolina, Whyte garners much of her inspiration from the 

Gullah descendants of coastal Carolina slaves who number among her most prominent subjects. 

Whyte was one of ten watercolor artists of the world invited to the China and Foreign Countries 

International Watercolour Summit at the Nanning Art Gallery in Nanning China, October 2013.  

Simultaneously, The Butler Institute of American Art showcased twenty of Whyte’s major works in a solo 

exhibition named after her recently released biography titled, More Than A Likeness, The Enduring Art of 

Mary Whyte, written by Martha R. Severens and published by University of South Carolina Press.  

Whyte travels the world, to paint, to teach and to touch, and be touched by, the lives of the people and 

places she encounters. 

In January 2016, she will travel to Bradenton, Florida, an area sometimes referred to as the “Watercolor 

Coast”, to exhibit a selection of her work at ArtCenter Manatee, the premier visual arts center in 

Manatee County Florida. While there, Whyte will teach an intensive two-day workshop for students of 

all levels. We will host a special evening where attendees can meet and talk with the artist. 

It will be a rare opportunity to explore the artistic wisdom of a watercolor master who has made it her 

work to share her unique and ever-so-human perspective and experience with others. 
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Exhibit: Mary Whyte: A Portrait of Us – January 12 through February 19, 2016. Admission: $5 

per person. Opening Reception January 14, 2016, 5:00pm-7:00pm. Reception is free and open to 

the public.  

Event: An Intimate Evening with Mary Whyte ï An exclusive evening  with Mary in the 

Kellogg Gallery  of ArtCenter Manatee on January 13, 2016 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm. $55 for 

workshop attendees, $75 for ACM members, $100 for non-members. Includes heavy hors 

d'oeuvres, wine and beer as well as great art and conversation and a unique opportunity to meet 

and talk with Mary Whyte. 

Also on display January 12 through February 12 will be the Annual Aqueous Show by the Florida 

Suncoast Watercolor Society (FSWS) in the Reid Hodges and Searle Galleries. FSWS was 

formed in 1983 to foster the advancement of and promote excellence in the art of watercolor 

painting. They seek to inform and educate through exhibitions, lectures and painting 

demonstrations as to the best work currently being done in watercolor. 

All events at ArtCenter Manatee, 209 9th Street West, Bradenton, Florida 34205. Call 

941.746.2862 or visit ArtCenterManatee.org for more information and to make reservations. 

 

About ArtCenter Manatee 

ArtCenter Manatee is the winner of the 2015 Reader's Choice Award for Best Art Gallery from the Herald 

Tribune and the 2015 People's Choice Award for Best Gallery from The Bradenton Herald.  

Located at the gateway to arts and culture in downtown Bradenton, ArtCenter Manatee is the premier 

center for visual arts in Manatee County. The nearly 10,000 sq. ft. building features three galleries, five 

classrooms, an Artists' Market gift shop and an art library featuring over 3,000 art volumes. 

Over 300 day, evening and weekend art classes and workshops for adults are offered year round in 

painting, drawing, pastels, pottery, jewelry design, photography and more. Our KidsArt Summer Camps 

and After School Programs give students 4-15 the opportunity to express their creativity while they learn 

valuable skills, have fun and make new friends in over 35 classes designed just for them. 

The Artistsô Market features unique, affordable gifts by over 100 local artists. Purchases in the Artistsô 

Market help to support our local artists, subsidize the cost of our classes and support the local economy. 

Exhibitions in the three galleries change monthly and showcase the work of over 2,000 local, regional and 

national artists. All are welcome to meet the exhibiting artists and art enthusiasts at our monthly evening 

opening receptions which are always free and open to the public. 

941-746-2862 or visit http://www.artcentermanatee.org. 209 9th St W, Bradenton FL 34205 

Attachments: 

Photograph of Mary Whyte 

Hauling, watercolor by Mary Whyte 

Persimmon, watercolor by Mary Whyte 

Sweet Potatoes, watercolor by Mary Whyte 
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Photograph of Mary Whyte, by Jack Alterman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hauling, watercolor by Mary Whyte 

 

 



 

Persimmon, watercolor by Mary Whyte 

 



 

Sweet Potatoes, watercolor by Mary Whyte 


